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ALBUM OF THE MONTH

• Before a single frame was 
shot, the presence of Kyle 
Chandler (Friday Night Lights) 
guaranteed Netflix’s new family 
drama would be worth watch-
ing for at least a few episodes. 
But Chandler (left) isn’t the 
only reason to binge-watch 
Bloodline. Created by the team 
behind FX’s Damages, the series 
focuses on the  Rayburns of 

Florida, an outwardly ordinary 
upper-middle-class clan whose 
past is darkened by deeply bur-
ied secrets—and whose future 
is threatened by the return of a 
prodigal son (Ben Mendelsohn, 
right). The setup is admittedly 
clichéd, but a number of well-
crafted twists early on let the 
series transcend that timeworn 
premise. And then there’s the 

cast: In addition to Chandler 
and  Mendelsohn as brothers 
on a collision course, Bloodline 
boasts great work from a deep 
bench of amazing actors, includ-
ing film icons Sissy Spacek 
and Sam Shepard.  Netflix, still 
riding high on Orange Is the 
New Black and House of Cards, 
has found itself another Emmy 
 contender. BBBB

• Is this rap’s first PTSD 
album? In 2012, on two 
clever and hilarious mix-
tapes, Heems described 
the multicultural 
sprawl he lived among 
in Queens, New York 
and his own conflicted 
life as the child of South 
Asian immigrants who 
wanted him to be a doc-
tor. On his new album, 
Eat, Pray, Thug, he raps 
about the same topics 
but now with a shell-
shocked shiver. Heems 
was in high school on 
9/11, near ground zero, 
and if the tower explo-
sions weren’t enough 
of a shock, he then saw 
patriotic brown-skinned 
Americans assaulted 
with racist insults such 
as being called “Osama.” 
In two songs he refers to 
9/11, saying, “I’ll never be 
the same,” and through-
out the album, over beats 
that skitter and grind, 
he extends his fears to 
recent issues, including 
drones and the NSA. 
Heems isn’t in the mood 
to crack jokes, because 
all around him he sees 
 dystopia. BBBB
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BOOK OF THE MONTH

• Journalist Johnny Dwyer’s deeply 
researched nonfiction work tells the twisted 
tale of Chucky Taylor, born in Boston in 1977 
to an American mother and Charles Taylor—
who abandoned his son to beat a long, gory 

path to the Libe-
rian presidency. 
In the mid-1990s 
teenage Chucky 
joined his father 
in Liberia, where 
he used cruel and 
brutal methods 
to keep Senior in 
power until it all 
fell apart in 2003. 
History is awash in 
bloody footnotes, 
including the 
 Taylors’ sad aster-

isks: Charles, first African head of state tried 
for crimes against humanity; Chucky, first 
American convicted under the federal tor-
ture statute. Fittingly, it was testimony from 
survivors of Chucky’s atrocities that brought 
him, finally, to  justice. BBBB
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• Most racing games 
start off in the slow lane, 
forcing you to hit the 
track in a pokey hatch-
back to earn vehicles 
you actually want to 
drive. Not Project CARS 
(PC, PS4, Xbox One), 
which arrives with a 
garage overloaded with 
rides, from GT racers 
and road cars to open-
wheel racers and karts. 
The real challenge lies 
under the hood, where 

each vehicle can be fully 
customized down to 
the brake ducts and air 
restrictors. Tweak your 
vehicle, then hit one 
of 60 tracks to face off 
against up to 20 players 
online in races complete 
with weather and pit 
stops. Even better, pair 
Project CARS with a 
virtual-reality headset 
such as Oculus Rift and 
put yourself directly 
behind the wheel. BBB


